FSU Machon Program in Israel
2009/2010 – 5770: This is the 6th year of the FSU Machon program in Israel. FSU Machon begins in Moscow, Russia, and lasts for one year. During the second year of the Machon program, FSU students take part in a 5.5 month study program in Israel, in the framework of MASA. The program includes Hebrew ulpan, classes in Reform Jewish tradition, history, Israeli culture and more, lead by Reform Israeli rabbis, professional lecturers and community workers from different Reform congregations in Israel.
Since participants are in Israel for a relatively long period of time, they are able, on the one hand, to continue their studies and receive the tools needed for their community work in the future, and on the hand, to taste, feel, experience and understand Israeli life, not through books or media, but through their own eyes.
This year, 4 individuals participated in the program: 1 from Russia, 1 from Belarus and 2 from Ukraine. Each person contributes his/her individuality and personality and that has had a positive impact on the program. Each one shares his/her Israeli experience:
Strengthening Jewish identity, [image: image1.jpg]


Lilia Litina, Mogilev, Belarus

"It doesn't matter how Jewish you feel in the country you live in, the moment you come to Israel, this feeling changes. Little changes occur when you come to visit, but once you have lived here, the change is so much more significant.

Suddenly you don't feel like a minority, something one is very aware of in the Diaspora, you become the majority, like most people in Israel. 

It is difficult to explain or define my present Jewish identity, but what I do know is that this program gave the opportunity to take a new look at my Jewish identity and this gave me so much more than I expected. At one point, I even forgot that I was a tourist here; I felt part of the regular Israeli experience or life, as much as one can feel this way. 
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The program helped me to see myself in a new light, understand myself and redefine who I want to be and how it can be done here in Israel.
Todah Rabah!"
Getting to know Israel and the Reform movement, Artem Marozov, Poltava, Ukraine
"At the beginning of the program and to this day, we were introduced to representatives from different Reform congregations in Israel. We also visited 3 of those congregations. 

Even thought these congregations are affiliated with the Reform movement, I think they each possess unique identities. For this reason, a person can find what they are looking for in one of these congregations. 

I also felt that despite the differences, all of these congregations share common ground, their Jewish identity and spirituality. 
After a period of nearly 6 months in Israel, I feel as though I have seen the life from inside, I feel part of this country and the experiences I had here made a huge impact on my life. It is amazing that such a program exists and I hope that in a few years I will make aliyah and become a permanent citizen of Israel."
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How the program will affect work in the future, Marina Sloteska, Moscow
After my first year at the Machon in Moscow, I decided it was important for me to continue my studies and I came to Israel. My time here was filled with lectures, a lot of study, theme field trips enabling me to acquire a deeper knowledge of history and culture of the Jewish people and Israel. 

History, tradition, Halacha and the challenges of modern day Judaism, a creative approach to teaching Judaism, Jewish text and interpretations, were courses we studied throughout the program. These courses gave me so much.
There were 2 lectures that stood out. The first was Paul Liptz's lecture at Mount Herzl in Jerusalem on the history of Zionism and heroes in Jewish history that had an impact on the establishment of the state. The second lecture by Rabbi Gregory Kotlyar dealt with who is a Jew, using examples from Israeli life the attitude towards Judaism from different streams and the attitude towards women. Both of these lectures forced me to reexamine my Jewish identity and from a different perspective from the one I had prior. 

The knowledge I acquired from our teachers is invaluable and will help me so much in my future work. I am grateful for this opportunity and experience that without a doubt has and will change my life. 
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Living in Israel for half a year – an unforgettable experience, Sveta Paker, Minsk, Belarus
For me, living for such a long period in Israel independently has been a truly significant experience. I feel as though I have had a small introduction to real life. 

During the past few years, I would come to Israel to sightsee and "rest". This is definitely much different than living here as a resident. 

During this period of time I learned so much about Israel, the people that live here, the standard of living, problems, obstacles, successes and achievements. I can say honestly say that my Israel experience was similar to jumping into deep water. 

I am so grateful to have this opportunity to live in Israel. I have fallen in love with this country and everything I went through here has made me a more mature and confident person.

In a way this program and experience has helped me to make decisions regarding my future. 
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