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        יג' סיוון תש"ע
A letter to Netzer and TaMaR members from your Mazkir Clali

Shalom to all of you:

In a short while, on June 15th 2010, the 36th world Zionist Congress will open Jerusalem.

It is quite a long way which marks real revolutionary piece of History, since the first Zionist Congress called by Theodor Herzl took place in Basel, Switzerland on August 1897.

Now, 113 years after that first worldwide official gathering of the Zionist movement, exactly at the 150th anniversary to Herzl's birth, the Zionist delegates from the entire world will gather again – in Jerusalem, the eternal capitol Jewish city since the time of King David, to honor that great Jewish Zionist leader who said so many years before the establishment of the Jewish state that – "IM TIRTZU – EIN ZO AGADA" – if you (the Jewish people) will really wish – it is not a legend".
Then, exactly 50 years after Herzl declared during the first congress that to the most, in 50 years time we, the Jewish people will establish our own independent state, Israel came into being.

Its 600,000 Jewish citizens then, absorbed in just a few years, more than doubled their numbers, with more than 1,200,000 Jewish refugees – remnants of the Holocaust and almost the entire number of the Jews that lived in the Arab countries for many centuries. And today, 62 years later, Israel is a country of more than 7 million people – 80% of them – Jews.
The dream – turned – to reality.
We, the Jewish people, have our own free state.

If so – why do we need today the Zionist movement?

Why gather again from all corners of the world for such a Zionist Congress? Isn't that extremely important mission of the past already over? Didn't we manage to accomplish our years long wish?

And as for today - shouldn't the issue of where and how to live be left to each and every individual to decide?
I would like to point here on one unfortunately negative example, in order to make us understand why the mission is not yet over, and why we do need the Zionist movement and the Zionist worldwide youth movements today as well.

Last week, vandals broke windows of two Synagogues in the town of Ra'anana – in the very center of Israel. One – our Reform Temple. The other – the Conservative one.

Who did it? Probably fanatic orthodox hooligans that are not ready to accept our modern approach to Judaism.
We, the Jews who represent the Liberal modern approach towards our faith, we were not here, in Eretz Yisrael, for many years while the Israeli society was developing, building and actually creating itself. Our modern approach was therefore missing, and now, once we develop and build our own communities, while we try to make the change and influence the Israeli society, those extremer fanatics fighting us, are trying to stop us and prevent this new Jewish course to spread and plant itself in Israel.
What should our answer be if not to strengthen our communities? To build many new ones. To let our message spread itself – wider and deeper.

It is exactly the translation of our Netzer ideology which stated – "Aliya Nimshechet!".
Will any one make it all happen for us? For the Jewish people? For Israel? No. But if we will it – it is not a dream: we can make it all happen.
If we will not then the stage will be left for those extremists.
So, once the 36th Zionist Congress gathers in Jerusalem, let our voices be heard, and let's give our hand in support to the Zionist movement and the Zionist Congress.

Bivrachah

Maoz Haviv

Mazkir Clali

Maoz.Netzer@wupj.org.il
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